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DUES for 2024: 58% of CWIO dues have already been collected for 2024 and we are grateful to have this on-
going support that allows us to have a Watershed Manager working for our watershed as do most of the other
Finger Lakes. If your municipality needs the invoice, please let us know. Due date is June 30, 2024.

Watershed Rules and Regulations: A letter supporting the Owasco Lake Watershed’s right to update their
watershed rules and regulations was approved at the February 28 meeting of CWIO. The final letter was sent
on to representatives at the DEC, Department of Health, Department of Agriculture, and state elected officials.

Finger Lakes Land Trust presentation: Max Heitner from the FLLT enlightened CWIO representatives to the
lands that have been preserved in the Cayuga Lake watershed. We are grateful for the excellent work of the
FLLT does to protect water quality. See Max’s presentation or the slides.

Working to increase funding matches: CWIO has been involved in discussions with the Tompkins County Water
Resource Council (WRC) and the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network (CLWN) on ways to assist in filling grant
match funding. Grant matches are often so high that they impede many projects from moving forward. The
WRC brought in leaders from both the Owasco Lake Association (OWLA) and Seneca Lake Pure Waters
Association (SLPWA) to hear about how they accelerate project implementation through assistance with grant
matches. Stay tuned for more as this idea work moves along.

Municipal Checklist: Municipalities have a number of actions they can take that are water protective. A
checklist of those actions has been under development but was paused when Erin Norris left. The work is back
on again and should be ready for CWIO to review later this year.

Project Implementation: Having a prioritized projects list is key to spending our resources on the most
impactful areas. The existing list needs updating, so if you have ideas or areas of concern, please contact Isaac
or any of us, or submit your idea here. See example ideas here. Anyone is free to submit ideas, not just CWIO
members.

CWIO Meeting Recordings: Recordings of CWIO meetings will be available on-line for 3 months, and available
by request for a year. See the 2/28 meeting using the passcode: Tw#75P5S and the 1/24 meeting using
Passcode: AZn53v(@x


https://cwio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-02-28-WRR_CWIO_Letter_of_Support_and_CCBOH_Letter.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HM56qYC3jbg
https://cwio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-Presentation-CWIO-FLLT-Feb.pdf
mailto:iwalker@hws.edu
https://cwio.org/projects/submit-a-project-idea/
https://cwio.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-CWIO-Project-Submission.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/uahBo4l8Iegy3KfnKsx9phf0dl8Wo_3kNmUkFE-qvk470uB6DuSO9t-o2pHoyDdK.5kXIpuenPwGBHujJ?startTime=1709163127000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/mXp4GZ5g_pNEzyxddWJsh_5xtcOVv-fbmOK34v8uWUgQfBMaad0pouxWGZyNW6LA.7Gf45nYDT4Dz1MRL

Happy Spring! Even with the blast of cold weather this week, | have still been in full swing on all things projects.
This past month has started a large push to update CWIO’s old project list. In doing this | have been meeting
with the SWCD offices as they played a major part in creating the original project list. This has been a great
opportunity to meet a lot of the district folks who | haven’t yet met. Also, this month | have been picking up on
previous projects that were started and not finished. The goal is to get these projects ready to apply for grants
as programs start to open up in the next few months. Next month will be more of the same but will include
more stakeholders in the project planning process.

As always if you have any questions, concerns about something water related, or just want to chat feel free to
reach out. iwalker@hws.edu

4/12 - Environmental Bond Act Draft Eligibility Guidelines for Climate Smart Communities Grant Program
Projects-Draft Guidelines Now Available for Public Comment Through April 12, 2024

NYSDEC released for public comment proposed new eligibility guidelines to support projects funded through
the State’s successful Climate Smart Communities (CSC) grant program under the historic $4.2 billion Clean
Water, Clean Air and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act of 2022.

The CSC grant program is a competitive statewide grant program open to local governments to support the
implementation of climate change mitigation and adaption projects. Bond Act funding may only be used for
certain capital projects. Other activities eligible for CSC grants may be eligible for State Environmental
Protection Fund (EPF) investments. DEC will use public input on these draft eligibility guidelines to inform
development of the Bond Act-funded CSC grant program.

The draft eligibility guidelines available for comment enable the public to provide input on the implementation
of Bond Act funding as part of the $400 million directed towards ‘Climate Change Mitigation.” Once finalized,
the criteria will guide funding allocations DEC will use to select Climate Smart Community projects.

Public comments on the draft guidelines may be submitted in writing to: Myra Fedyniak, Office of Climate
Change, NYS DEC, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12223-1030 P: (518) 402-8448, Email: cscgrants@dec.ny.gov (Place
“Bond Act” in the subject line). Public comments will be accepted through Friday, April 12, 2024.

4/19 - DEC Releases for Public Review and Comment Draft Eligibility Guidelines for Water Quality
Improvement Project Program Grants for Municipal Stormwater Projects

Draft Guidelines Now Available for Public Comment Through April 19, 2024

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) released for public review and comment
draft eligibility guidelines to support projects funded through the Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP)
grant program under the Clean Water, Clean Air and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act of 2022 (Bond Act).
This action delivers on elements of Governor Kathy Hochul’s clean water and resiliency plan to protect New
Yorkers from extreme weather driven by climate change. The guidelines specifically address funding eligibility
for Bond Act opportunities that will be made available for municipal stormwater projects, one of several focus
areas of the WQIP program.

WQIP grants implement projects that directly improve water quality or aquatic habitat, promote flood risk
reduction, restoration, and enhanced flood and climate resiliency, or protect a drinking water source. The
guidelines support funding for construction or implementation projects that fit designated criteria for
municipal stormwater projects.

The full eligibility guidelines are available in this week’s Environmental Notice Bulletin.

Public comments on the draft guidelines will be accepted until Friday, April 19, 2024, at 5 p.m. and can be
submitted in writing: by mail to Stephanie June, NYS DEC, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12223; and by email


https://dec.ny.gov/news/press-releases/2024/3/dec-releases-environmental-bond-act-draft-eligibility-guidelines-for-climate-smart-communities-grant-program-projects
https://dec.ny.gov/news/environmental-notice-bulletin/2024-03-13/public-notice/statewide-eligibility-guidelines-for-climate-smart-communities-grant-program-projects-supported-through-the-clean-water-clean-air-and-green-jobs-environmental-bond-act-of-2022-bond-act
mailto:cscgrants@dec.ny.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9uZXdzL2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWwtbm90aWNlLWJ1bGxldGluP3RleHQ9JmYlNUIwJTVEPWVuYl9wdWJsaXNoX2RhdGUlM0EobWluJTNBMTcxMDI4ODAwMCUyQ21heCUzQTE3MTAyODgwMDApIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDMyMi45MjIwNDA5MSJ9.0YfcsvIEuzsw67cZhWBTUx3wZOGJ4mYMNrgM9dNwoVE/s/186858342/br/239290284348-l

to Stephanie.June@dec.ny.gov (Place “Bond Act” in the subject line). Questions can be directed to (518) 402-
8179. Read the full press release.

4/29 - Great Lakes Sediment and Nutrient Reduction Program is Accepting Proposals

The Great Lakes Commission has issued a request for proposals for the 2024 Great Lakes Sediment and
Nutrient Reduction Program. For over 30 years, this program has enabled partners in the Great Lakes basin
implement projects to reduce the amount of nutrients and sediment entering the Great Lakes. This includes
over $2 million awarded to entities in New York State between 2016 and 2022.

Through the program, nonfederal units of government, Indigenous Nations, and incorporated nonprofit
organizations are eligible to receive grants for up to $300,000, supporting work over a period of up to four
years. Applicants are invited to submit proposals for activities associated with one of the following project
types: agricultural nonpoint, or shoreline and streambanks.

Applications are due at 5:00 pm ET on April 29, 2024. Learn more and apply. Visit the GLC's GLSNRP
webpage for more information or contact Connor Roessler at croessler@glc.org.

5/3 - NYSP21 2024 - 2025 Community Grants Program Accepting Applications

The New York State Pollution Prevention Institute (NYSP2l) is accepting applications for the 2024 - 2025 cycle
of the Community Grants Program. This opportunity provides an important funding source for community-
focused pollution-prevention initiatives and furthers NYSP2lI's efforts to advance sustainability in New York
State for the benefit of communities, the environment, and economy. This program seeks projects that raise
awareness and understanding of pollution prevention, and that lead to implementation of best practices at the
local level.

Community organizations, municipalities, and other public-sector and not-for-profit entities are invited to
submit proposals. Eligible applicants are able to receive up to $20,000 to support their project.

Applications are due May 3, 2024 by 5:00 pm. Apply here.

6/14-Next Grant Round Delivers on Governor Hochul’s Clean Water Funding Commitment and Launches
Initiatives Announced at 2024 State of the State Address

New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) announced the application period is open for

$325 million in State grants for critical water infrastructure projects. The next round of the Water Infrastructure
Improvement and Intermunicipal Grant (WIIA) programs delivers on Governor Kathy Hochul’s clean water
funding commitments announced in her 2024 State of the State address, which include a series of changes that
benefit small, rural, and disadvantaged communities. This infusion of funds will continue to help make water
infrastructure investments more affordable for local governments, strengthen resiliency, protect drinking
water, and create jobs in the manufacturing, engineering, construction, plant operations, and related industry
sectors.

Complete eligibility information and application materials are available on EFC’s website
at www.efc.ny.gov/wiia. Grant applications and required supporting documentation must be submitted by 5
p.m. onJune 14.

NYS Awards More Than $166 Million to 81 Projects.

More than $166 million is being awarded through various funding programs. 81 projects were funded through
the Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP) program administered through DEC.

Of that, $15 million in GIGP will support projects that help mitigate the effects of climate change in
environmental justice communities. An additional $3 million in EPG will help 61 municipalities develop
engineering reports so they can leverage state and federal funding and advance fiscally sound and well-
designed projects to construction.


mailto:Stephanie.June@dec.ny.gov
https://dec.ny.gov/news/press-releases/2024/3/dec-releases-for-public-review-and-comment-draft-eligibility-guidelines-for-water-quality-improvement-project-program-grants-for-municipal-stormwater-projects
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NYS Awards Funding for Water Quality Projects

Governor Kathy Hochul announced that more than $272 million is being awarded to 179 projects to protect and
improve water quality across NYS. The WQIP grant program supports projects that will directly improve water
quality or aquatic habitat, promote flood risk reduction, restoration, and enhanced flood and climate resiliency,
or protect a drinking water source. The Non-Agricultural Nonpoint Source Planning and MS4 Mapping Grant
(NPG) funds projects that help pay for the initial planning of non-agricultural nonpoint source water quality
improvement projects, such as undersized culvert replacements and green infrastructure technologies, and
State permit-required storm sewer mapping in urban areas. Projects were also funded through the Green
Innovation Grant Program (GIGP) and Engineering Planning Grants (EPG)

Water Quality Improvement Program (WQIP grant awards)

Non-Agricultural Nonpoint Source Planning and MS4 Mapping Grant (NPG grant awards)
Green Innovation Grants (GIGP)

Engineering Planning Grants (EPG awards)

Congratulations to those successful funded projects funded within the Finger Lakes. A sampling from those
funded projects within the Cayuga Lake Watershed:

Seneca County

$60,000 - Non-agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control

The Seneca County Soil and Water Conservation District will stabilize a highly eroded streambank on
Burroughs Creek. Due to concentrated stormwater flow, the streambank is experiencing soil erosion
and bank instability leading to destabilization of vegetation and water quality impacts. The project will
restore the streambed, provide a stabilized spillway for stormwater flow and install rock vanes to
control stream flow and reduce nutrient runoff in the Cayuga Lake watershed.

$40,000- Non-agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control

Seneca County Soil and Water Conservation District will implement a roadside stabilization program in
the Seneca and Cayuga Lake watersheds. The program will use rip rap to stabilize two eroding road
ditches that flow into Sheldrake Creek and Seneca Lake, and will purchase hydroseeding supplies to
revegetate bare road ditches throughout the County.

$1,000,000 — Wastewater Treatment Improvement

Seneca County will install an ultraviolet disinfection system with emergency generator for backup
power at its Five Points wastewater treatment facility. This project will improve water quality by
reducing pathogens in the treatment plant's discharge.

$50,000 - Town of Seneca Falls ~Engineering Planning Grant - Sewer System Inflow Infiltration Study

Tompkins County

$893,866 Non-agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control - The Town of Enfield will replace
an undersized stream culvert which is causing heavy streambank erosion and incision in Enfield Creek.
The project will allow for better flow during storm events and reduce risk to critical infrastructure and
adjacent properties in the Cayuga Lake watershed.

$190,000 - Non-agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control - The Tompkins County Soil and
Water Conservation District will purchase hydroseeding materials to seed recently scraped ditches on
municipal roads throughout Tompkins County. The project will revegetate approximately 40 miles of
road ditches over four years working with local highway departments to identify and prioritize project
sites.

$75,000 — Six Mile Creek Streambank Assessment - Tompkins County - Non-Agricultural Nonpoint
Source Planning and MS4 Mapping Grant (NPG)

Tompkins County will develop a comprehensive stream corridor assessment report to identify
opportunities to prevent sediment erosion issues in Six Mile Creek and the City of Ithaca drinking
water supply reservoir. The report will assess conditions along the corridor to identify and prioritize
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potential stream segments and parcels for bank stabilization, riparian buffer restoration, floodplain
reconnection, and stormwater storage projects in the Cayuga Lake watershed.

$50,000 - Buttermilk Creek Stream Stabilization - NPG Grant.

The Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District will develop a stream stabilization plan to
stabilize a 1,600 foot section of Buttermilk Creek in the Town of Danby. The plan will address highly
eroding stream banks, debris blockages and channel incision, and reduce sedimentation and nutrient
loading in the Cayuga Lake watershed.

Over $49 Million for Local Water Infrastructure Projects

Governor Kathy Hochul has announced that the Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) Board of Directors
approved over $49 million in direct financial assistance for water infrastructure improvement projects across
New York State. The approved funding includes over $20 million from the federal Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
(BIL).

More information about the projects and financings are available in Governor Hochul's press release.

Funding Finder Tool for Environment-Related Grants

DEC's Division of Water has developed the Funding Finder tool that is designed to simplify the process of
finding environment-related grant opportunities. Grant seekers can filter funding sources based on criteria that
meets their specific needs. Organizations and municipalities can search the database of over 80 grants and find
the best opportunities for their needs. Find the Funding Finder and user guide on DEC's website.

2024 Central NY Stormwater Workshops

This year’s workshop series will focus on the new MS4 permit and the requirements of the new Stormwater
Design Manual.

e 4/9 8:30 - Post-construction stormwater management practices and the new MS4 design manual
e 4/308:30— SWPPP preparation and review
e 5/14 8:30 — MS4 Program — strategies for success

See past workshops on Stormwater Hydrology and the New Design Manual, and The New MS4 Permit. Hosted by
the Central NY Regional Planning and Development Board.

3/26 2:00-3:30 - Small Drinking Water Systems Webinar

Harmful Algal Blooms — Establishing an Algal Toxin Rule and Regulatory Program in Rhode Island, an Informal
Case Study.

3/27 12:00 - Culvert Designs: Right Size Your Next Culvert

Join Trout Unlimited (TU) for an online workshop to discuss stream basics and how best to properly size your
structures to ensure you are meeting permit requirements, protecting your infrastructure from future floods,
and providing aquatic passage. This is an ideal workshop for highway staff, town supervisors, and CAC
(customer acquisition cost) members interested in better understanding how the hydraulic requirements for
safe and resilient structures are often the same for adequate wildlife passage, and how replacement projects
that seek to achieve multiple objectives expand the possibility of diverse funding opportunities.

Topics covered in this workshop will include:

e  Stream dynamics at road stream crossings
e How to size your structures to meet permitting requirements, ensure aquatic passage and flood resiliency
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e Best practices and opportunities to help support your town’s infrastructure.

No registration is required. Zoom link is here.

This event is hosted by Trout Unlimited, in collaboration with NYS DEC, Cornell Cooperative Extension
(Columbia-Greene), Rensselaer County SWCD, and NEIWPCC.

3/28 12:00 - Harmful Algal Bloom Mitigation and Treatment Webinars

The Great Lakes Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) Collaborative invite you to join us for a webinar series on HABs
mitigation and treatment. Each presentation will feature several speakers as they discuss cutting-edge
research and technology on harmful algal bloom interception, treatment, and adaptive management.

The first webinar in the series will take place on March 28, from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm ET and will focus on
preventative treatment and adaptive management of HABs with field case studies. Registration required.

Presenters:

e Alyssa Calomeni-Eck, Research Biologist, US Army Corps of Engineers ERDC
e Ciera Kinley-Baird, Aquatic Ecotoxicologist, Aquatic Control, Inc.

Information and registration for future webinars in the series will be available on the Great Lakes HABs
Collaborative webpage.

3/29 11:00 - Virtual Q&A Session with the Community Assistance Teams

Environmental Facilities Corporation's (EFC) Community Assistance Teams are hosting a virtual Question and
Answer session on Friday, March 29, 11 a.m. to noon. Small, rural and disadvantaged communities will be able
to connect with program experts who can help them address community water infrastructure needs. Register
to attend. Sessions will also be held on 5/31, 6/28, 7/26, 8/30, 9/27, 10/25, 11/22. EFC will be joined by DEC and the
Departments of State, Health, and Homes and Community Renewal. Staff members from each agency will be
available to answer program questions from participants.

4/2-5 - In-Person Training Opportunity: Managing Floodplain Development

In partnership with FEMA and DEC's Floodplain Management Program, the Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Services (DHSES) is offering an introductory floodplain management training, Managing Floodplain
Development through the NFIP (L-273). This free, 4-day course is being offered to community officials involved
in the administration of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and floodplain management permitting
at the local or county level. It will be held at the New York State Preparedness Training Center in Oriskany, NY
on April 2-5, 2024. Find more information on DHSES's training registration webpage. Contact DEC's Floodplain
Management Program or DHSES directly with any questions about the training.

4/410:00-3:00 - NY Engineers Roundtable - Navigating the Funding Frontiers

Syracuse University Environmental Finance Center (SU-EFC), in partnership with the New York Water
Environment Association (NYWEA), will host a roundtable event for municipal engineers and representatives
from private consulting firms to find out how to make funding applications stronger to support municipal
clients. In-depth discussions with state and federal funding agencies will provide information about
environmental reviews, preliminary engineering reports, tips for successful applications and a primer on the
"co-funding" process. DEC's Division of Water will be participating.

The roundtable will be held on April 4, 2024, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Syracuse Center of Excellence. Lunch will
be provided. In-person attendance is encouraged, but sessions will be live-streamed for hybrid viewing. Learn
more and register here.

4/23 - GLAA Sub-Basin Work Groups to Advance the Action Agenda

For all who are interested in advancing implementation of New York’s Great Lakes Action Agenda (GLAA),
please save the dates and plan to join DEC’s Great Lakes Program staff, partners, and others at upcoming
spring work group meetings. The Cayuga Lake watershed falls within the Southeast Lake Ontario region and
will be held on Tuesday, April 23 from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm in Auburn
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For registration and additional meeting information, contact greatlakes@dec.ny.gov.

5/7-9: NYSFSMA 2024 Annual Conference

The annual conference for the New York State Floodplain and Stormwater Managers Association (NYSFSMA)
will be held May 7-9, 2024, in Glens Falls, NY. This conference will include short talks, workshops, and panel
discussions about a wide variety of issues related to floodplain and stormwater management. The target
audience includes community and county officials, floodplain administrators, building inspectors, engineers,
watershed program representatives, and others involved with their local floodplain and stormwater programs.

Find more information about the conference in the conference brochure. Register.

Great Lakes Communities Share Resilience Success Stories

New York Sea Grant has announced a "Great Lakes Resilience Case Studies" video series featuring green
infrastructure and flood resilience projects in three Great Lakes communities, Canandaigua, Geneva, and Sodus
Point. The videos highlight approaches and design elements applied in these municipalities that other
communities statewide can use to protect water quality, reduce the impact of flooding, and enhance shoreline
integrity.

The National Stormwater Center Training Series.

The National Stormwater Center offers training for municipal officials and staff. See their website for more
information.

US Army Corps Planning Assistance to States Program

The Planning Assistance to States (PAS) Program is a federal program allowing the US Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) to provide planning assistance for the development, utilization, and conservation of water and related
land resources. The PAS Program allows the Corps to partner with states, groups of states, Federally-
recognized Territories or Tribes, local governments, and other non-Federal entities.

Types of planning assistance may include, but are not limited to floodplain management (e.g., floodplain
modeling), community planning (e.g., stormwater management plans), and environmental management (e.g.,
stream quality assessments). Costs are typically shared between the Federal (50%) and nonfederal (50%)
partners, but cost-share waivers are available for entities that meet one of the established criteria of an
"economically disadvantaged community".

For further information, please contact: Jen Brancho, Biologist/Program Manager
at Jennie.M.Brancho@usace.army.mil or (216) 598-3463.

EPA’s WaterTA Expands Technical Support

On February 22, 2024, EPA announced the expansion of its water technical assistance, or WaterTA, program
through the addition of engineering support. EPA's free WaterTA programs help communities identify their
water challenges, develop plans, build capacity, and develop their application materials. The expansion of
engineering services enhances EPA’s WaterTA programs and includes the development of project needs
assessments, preliminary engineering reports, and other studies needed to support community applications
for State Revolving Funds.

EPA is partnering with states, Tribes, territories, other federal agencies, local governments, community groups,
and other technical assistance providers to meet the needs of communities nationwide. The WaterTA
Engineering Support Team will work with local engineers where available to ensure adequate local expertise
and to build relationships and trust. Read the full press release HERE, Request technical assistance through the
WaterTA Request Form HERE. Learn more about WaterTA HERE.

EPA Offers Assistance Through the Closing America's Wastewater Access Gap Program

The EPA announced the expansion of the Closing America’s Wastewater Access Gap Program to assist 150
communities. The program provides no-cost technical assistance to communities with failing septic systems or
without existing wastewater infrastructure. Through the program, EPA also helps communities apply for
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funding to address wastewater needs. This program, along with historic funding availability through the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and other federal funding programs for water infrastructure, will make an
impactful difference in the lives of countless people who are burdened by the lack of adequate wastewater
services.

Communities with inadequate, non-existent or failing wastewater infrastructure would be eligible for help
through this program. Recipients of technical assistance will access solutions-oriented guidance that focuses
on the community’s wastewater needs. EPA technical assistance will help identify financial options to improve
wastewater infrastructure including finding funding sources. Participating communities will be matched with
an EPA contractor or grantee organization that has expertise specific to the community’s needs with septic
systems and wastewater management. Read the full press release and see the fact sheet. Request Technical
Assistance here.

Communities will be selected on a rolling basis; there is no deadline to apply. For questions,
email SepticHelp@epa.gov.

Water Infrastructure Funding Decision Making Tools and Resources Webinar

The EPA webinar on the Augmented Alternatives Analysis (AAA) highlights four new learning modules posted
to the Water Finance Clearinghouse. AAA incorporates past utility experiences and lessons learned to provide
water utilities with a simple, sound, easily explainable and transparent way to incorporate community values
and best meet utility needs while evaluating and selecting infrastructure investments.

This webinar also highlighted four new learning modules posted to the Water Finance Clearinghouse. The
learning modules are designed to provide a high-level overview of water finance topics as well as additional
content that dives deeper into the subject matter.

The New York Department of State Office of Planning, Development and Community
Infrastructure Committed Over $222 Million in Grant Funding this Year for Community Development?

The NYS DOS provides comprehensive information and resources on a wide variety of funding opportunities
within New York that foster sustainable community development. Their team can provide resources that
promote community revitalization, strengthen infrastructure, advance environmental stewardship, and create
a hub for residents that stimulates local and regional economies.

Learn more about:

Brownfield Redevelopment Grants
Downtown or Waterfront Revitalization
Community Initiatives

Resiliency Planning

Coastal Natural Resource Protection
Community Planning and Zoning

oV AW N

Contact them for a community development consultation by calling (518) 474-6000 or via email
at opd@dos.ny.gov.

Approaches for Advancing Great Lakes Water Infrastructure Improvements Webinar Series

From 2020-2022, the Great Lakes Commission (GLC) convened a working group to develop a blueprint of
approaches for advancing water infrastructure improvements in the Great Lakes basin. To share how the Great
Lakes community has put blueprint approaches into practice, the GLC has collected success stories or
“implementation tactics” from utilities, state agencies, and other organizations and will be highlighting these
in an upcoming webinar series. The series will feature speakers from four organizations that have successfully
utilized blueprint approaches. Each webinar will showcase an Environmental Finance Center working in the
Great Lakes region and across the U.S. and share information on paths to technical assistance for communities.

Webinars will take place on the last Wednesday of the month from March through June 2024 at 2:00 pm ET.
Each webinar will last 60 minutes, with a facilitated Q&A to follow speakers. Register to attend.
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MONITORING and RESEARCH

Community Science Institute Seeks Volunteers in Buttermilk and Enfield Creeks.

Community Science Institute (CSI) is recruiting volunteers to monitor Buttermilk Creek and Enfield Creek as
part of the Synoptic Stream and Lake Monitoring Program. In the Synoptic Program, volunteers work in groups
to collect water samples for analysis at CSI's state-certified water testing lab in Ithaca. The data collected by
CSl volunteers are used to inform management decisions, identify sources of pollution, and for research
purposes. For more information, email CSI at info@communityscience.org or call 607-257-6606.

3/27 2:00-3:00 -Harmful Algal Blooms, Hypoxia, and Nutrients Research Webinar Series

The water research arm of the EPA presents: Genetic Science Applications in Predicting Cyanobacterial Blooms.
See more and register.

2024 Applied Water Research Spring Speaker Video Series

The New York State Water Resources Institute (WRI) at Cornell University supports research that addresses
critical water resource issues in New York State and the nation. This seminar series highlights collaborative and
interdisciplinary work between academics, water resource scientists, educators, managers, and policymakers
to improve water management in the State. Topics included water engineering and infrastructure, climate and
flood resilience, and aquatic ecosystems, with a focus on ways in which robust science can support on-the-
ground policy and management outcomes. Accelerating collection of and access to scientific informationiis a
cross cutting priority of New York's Great Lakes Action Agenda.

The speaker series was held earlier this year and recordings of all the presentations have been posted for
people to view at their leisure. View the video series.

Harmful algal blooms in Cayuga lake, NY: From microbiome analysis to eDNA monitoring

CWIOQ’s partner, the Community Science Institute was involved in a research paper on HABs in Cayuga Lake.
Read the paper.

EPA’s Water Research Webinar Series Available

The EPA offers research webinars. Its most recent--Effectiveness of Nutrient Management for Reducing
Nutrient Losses from Agricultural Fields—is now available online with a host of other research postings.
Upcoming webinar dates and topics are subject to change.

Date Topic

3/27/2024 |Genetic Science Applications in Predicting Cyanobacterial Blooms

USGS Measuring Progress Toward Nutrient Reduction Goals Set by the Hypoxia Task Force and

22/202
5/22/2024 Coastal Dissolved Oxygen Dynamics

7/31/2024 [Nutrients and Climate Interactions

9/25/2024 [Using Wetlands to Reduce Nutrient Loadings to Rivers and the Coast

11/20/2024|HABs Toxicity and Health Effects of Anatoxin-A
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REGULATORY NEWS

3/28 - Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) Annual Flow Certification Reporting

DEC's Bureau of Water Compliance is accepting the 2023 annual flow certification for the period January 1, 2023
through December 31, 2023. Certification is required by March 28 each year for Publicly Owned Treatment
Works (POTWSs) with State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) permits. The form may be attached
with the February 2024 Discharge Monitoring Report or completed online. Questions? call 518-402-8168.

3/31 - Annual Water Withdrawal Reporting

The DEC Water Withdrawal Reporting Program is currently accepting water withdrawal reporting data for
2023. Reporting is required by March 31 each year for non-agricultural facilities that have a withdrawal capacity
of 100,000 gallons or more per day and for all agricultural facilities that registered or reported their existing
withdrawals to DEC prior to February 15, 2012. For additional information, contact Water Withdrawal Reporting
staff at 518-402-8182 or AWQRSDEC@dec.ny.gov.

3/31-Water Well Contractor Program Registration

The DEC Water Well Contractor Program is currently accepting applications for the Certificate of Registration
for the period April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025. The application and payment may be completed online.
Registration is required by March 31 each year for all water well contractors who drill or repair water wells in
New York State. The on-site contractor must be certified for the work that they are conducting (well drilling
and/or pump installation). A Preliminary Notice must be filed prior to drilling a well and a Water Well
Completion Report must be filed upon completion of water well drilling. For additional information, contact
Water Well Program staff at 877-472-2619 or NYSWaterWells@dec.ny.gov.

Overview of NY's Freshwater Wetland Regulatory Changes Webinar

Learn more about the recent changes to NY’s freshwater wetlands regulations. View the webinar. See the
presentation slides. See past webinars. The DEC Freshwater Wetlands Program webpage provides information
about the topics covered during the webinar.

Bill in NYS Assembly Introduced: Harmful Algal Bloom Monitoring and Prevention Act

Bill number A0o8867 introduced by Assemblywoman Kelles (Senate bill S08356) enacts the "harmful algal
bloom monitoring and prevention act"; establishes the harmful algal bloom monitoring and prevention fund.

The Harmful Algal Bloom Monitoring and Prevention Act (HABMAP) would address a critical environmental
threat to our lakes and waterways by establishing a statewide program for monitoring, evaluating, preventing,
and mitigating harmful algal blooms (HABS). Toxic HABS pose a growing threat to the viability and safety of
our water resources, the survival of wildlife, and to the economic stability of regions dependent on tourism and
recreation. The bill aims to bring together all existing data, find and fill data gaps, and identify and implement
best practices for intervention and prevention of HABS. See more.

NEWS and SUCCESS STORIES

Cayuga Lake Watershed:
Community Science Institute News
In this issue:
e Goodbye from Grace Haynes
e Open Lab Day in Seneca Falls
e Fact sheet on dissolved oxygen
e Monitoring Program Updates - HABs, Synoptic Monitoring Events,
Biomonitoring, and the Red Flag Program
e News, articles of interest, and upcoming events
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Petition launched to have Cayuga Inlet dredged.
Residents have launched a petition to urge movement on the dredging of the inlet to Cayuga lake in
the City of Ithaca.

Cayuga County Water Quality Management Agency - Year End Report for 2023
See the Cayuga County WQMA’s year-end report for 2023. (spans the watersheds of Cayuga, Owasco
and other waterbodies).

Owasco Lake Watershed
Voice of the Lake - Owasco Watershed Lake Association News
The OWLA news is out. Read it all including the following highlights
e  Bob Brower Symposium —now available to view online
e  4/3/24 — Public forum: Discussion on the impact of Hemlock Wooley Adelgid.
e 5/156:30 - OWLA Board of Director’s meeting — in person.

Owasco Lake Watershed Management Council (OLWMC) - Goals for 2024 and Year End Report for 2023
See the Owasco Lake Watershed Management Council’s goals for 2024 and Director’s report.

Finger Lakes Land Trust Awarded $1,240,000 for Land in Owasco Watershed
The Finger Lakes Land Trust has been awarded $1,240,000 for land acquisition and conservation
easements in the Owasco Lake watershed. The funding was provided through the state Department
of Environmental Conservation's Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP) grant program. See
article in the Citizen.

$1.2 Million Awarded to FLLT in Owasco Watershed.
Finger Lakes Land Trust has been awarded $1,240,000 for land acquisition and conservation easements
in the Owasco Lake watershed. The funding was provided through the state Department of
Environmental Conservation's Water Quality Improvement Project grant program. See article in the
Citizen.

Skaneateles Lake Watershed
The Skaneateles Lake Association Newsletter
In this Issue:
e  What makes a good or bad winter for the lake?
e Advocating in Albany
e Nine Element Plan Progress
e  OWLA Symposium
e Volunteer with SLA
e Lake Friendly Living Tip

Keep Apprised of the Nine Element Plan Progress for Skaneateles. January 30th?
The Town of Skaneateles received funding from the New York State Department of State to develop a
Nine Element (9E) Plan for the Skaneateles Lake Watershed.

A 9E Plan describes a community’s water quality concerns and provides a strategy to address those
concerns. 9E Plans are developed in partnership with people who live, work, visit, and enjoy the

watershed and its water resources, with guidance from state and local agencies.

The Town of Skaneateles will complete this plan with support from the Central New York Regional
Planning and Development Board (CNY RPDB) and in cooperation with a Watershed Advisory
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Committee (WAC). Three public meetings will be held throughout the planning process. The plan
identifies ways to improve and protect water quality throughout the entire watershed to sustain
Skaneateles’ natural resources. See the most recent meeting.

Finger Lakes

The 5/7 - Finger Lakes PRISM Partner Meeting
The Finger Lakes PRISM (Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management) will host its spring
partner meeting on 5/7 from 12:30-3:00 in Geneva NY. The meeting will focus on sharing work planned
for the upcoming 2024 field season. More details to come.

Eastern Finger Lakes Coalition - Potential New Funding.
Governor Hochul’s State of the State Address included mention of new funding for the eastern Finger
Lakes.

“New York’s lakes are highly valued for recreation and tourism and often serve as dependable sources
of clean drinking water. However, HABs can negatively affect New York’s water bodies by
compromising water quality and opportunities for recreation. To address this issue and help protect
our valuable ecosystems, Governor Hochul will dedicate 2024 State of the State resources to some of
the most highly valued watersheds, including the eastern Finger Lakes watershed and Chautauqua
Lake. These lakes and their watersheds are critical resources to New York State, yet more recently, the
eastern Finger Lakes have reported a greater frequency of HABs. In response, Governor Hochul is
directing key investments into the Eastern Finger Lakes Coalition of Soil and Water Conservation
Districts to build professional capacity and accelerate agricultural and resiliency-related projects —
specifically providing necessary capital investments that will galvanize implementation of the plans
and programs developed to address on-the-ground actions necessary to address the root causes of
HABs and significantly reduce their prevalence. The capital infusion will also include support for
farmers to invest in more cover crops, improve culverts to reduce runoff, and other investments to
improve soil health and reduce water quality impairments in the region.” (pages 100-101 of the State of
the State address).

FLLT Discussion of Phosphorus and the Health of Our Lakes Available.
The Finger Lakes Land Trust presentation of Dan Egan - Phosphorus and the Health of Our Lakes is
now up online.

New York

The NYS Federation of Lake Associations — News and Annual Conference
The NYS Federation of Lake Associations (NYSFOLA) is a state-wide organization advocating for
preserving water quality across the state. Sign up for their annual conference on 5/3-4 in Lake George
and see their latest news including what looks to be an EXCELLENT conference program.

NYS DEC Buffer in A Bag Program Filled
The popular Buffer in a Bag/Trees for Tribs programs offered by the DEC was so popular this year that
they are no longer accepting requests.

Great Lakes

Trio of commissions come together to enhance Great Lakes
The Great Lakes Fishery Commission, the Great Lakes Commission and the International Joint
Commission signed a memorandum of understanding on Wednesday in Washington D.C. to advance
the commissions’ existing shared goals and objectives. Read the full story by SooToday.
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https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/2024-SOTS-Book-Online.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kz7pPuUB7nc
https://nysfola.org/conference/
https://nysfola.org/newsletter/
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/saratoga-tree-nursery/trees-for-tribs
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=042caf327d&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=6fe070f6fd&e=cfd0d9c6f0

PA senators support continuation of Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
PA congressional members are pushing to extend the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. The fund
helps projects target the biggest threats to our Great Lakes, like invasive species, contamination and
protecting native habitats. Read the full story by WICU-TV - Erie, PA.

Study explores pharmaceutical pollution in St. Lawrence River and its effects
Scientists are discovering that as we expel traces of pharmaceuticals, they may not be so good for the
health of our aquatic wildlife, and perhaps us. A new report by researchers at the University of
Montreal evaluates the occurrence and risks of 27 pharmaceuticals and metabolites in the St.
Lawrence River watershed. Read the full story by the Watertown Daily Times.

How local grants are shaping a sustainable future for the Great Lakes region
Multiple small grants have been awarded to Buffalo, New York, area organizations through the New
York Great Lakes Basin Small Grants Program. The projects aim to promote sustainable land use,
improve water quality and manage natural resources using ecosystem-based approaches. Read the full
story by Buffalo Rising.

Lawmakers want to renew Great Lakes program, ‘a proven success story’
Members of Congress are proposing legislation to renew the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and
increase annual funding to $500 million to support thousands of projects that address new emerging
threats in the Great Lakes region. Read the full story by The Citizen.

National

EPA Researchers Develop Method for Studying Agricultural Nutrient Pollution in the Midwest

Nutrient pollution is one of the most pressing issues currently facing U.S. waterways. Nutrient pollution
primarily refers to when nitrogen and phosphorus, two elements that occur naturally, have adverse effects on
water if they are overabundant. Excess nutrients are a result of runoff from fertilizers, detergents, wastewater,
automobile emissions, and more. When these nutrients exceed natural amounts, it can lead to harmful algal
blooms and hypoxia, which threaten aquatic biodiversity, as well as human health and industries like
commercial fishing. Read the entire article.

FOR YOUR RESIDENTS— Public Service Announcements to Share with Your
Residents

Flood Safety Awareness

DEC encourages you to learn how to be prepared for the next flood event in your community. Check out
the National Weather Service’s website for information on ways to stay safe during flood events. Find
information about reducing flood risks on DEC's "Be Prepared for Floods" webpage.

Follow the National Weather Service for updates on local flood risk. Common terms and definitions:

o Flood Watch: Be Prepared — Current conditions are favorable for hazardous weather. It is possible for
flooding to occur, although it is not guaranteed.

o Flood Advisory: Be Aware — A forecasted storm event may not be severe enough to issue a warning but
there is a chance that flooding will occur, creating property or life-threatening conditions if caution is not
taken.

e  Flood Warning: Take Action — A hazardous weather event is imminent or currently occurring.

o  Flash Flood Warning: Take Action — A flash flood event is imminent or currently occurring. Move to higher
ground if you are in a flood prone area as flash floods demonstrate a rapid rise in water over low-lying
areas.

Caution: Do not walk, swim, or drive through flood waters. Just six inches of moving water can knock an adult
down and one foot of moving water can sweep a vehicle away.
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https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=5de4e32d82&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=2fa6eb5584&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=230855b33b&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=a087e59039&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=7a2753ca78&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=4220236461&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=4220236461&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=a48b6da07b&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://glc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b672d7c62922dbb20bc7549e&id=1f8552741e&e=cfd0d9c6f0
https://www.epa.gov/sciencematters/epa-researchers-develop-method-studying-agricultural-nutrient-pollution-midwest
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndlYXRoZXIuZ292L3NhZmV0eS9mbG9vZCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAzMTUuOTE4NzEyMjEifQ.6LipLS87cuR1HQR_hXln676agV43inBVj90JSCDPpHM/s/186858342/br/238917345314-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLXByb3RlY3Rpb24vd2F0ZXIvd2F0ZXItcXVhbnRpdHkvZGFtLXNhZmV0eS1jb2FzdGFsLWZsb29kLXByb3RlY3Rpb24vZmxvb2QtcHJlcGFyYXRpb24iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMzE1LjkxODcxMjIxIn0.qYrI6Ei1lf2gZCmDOWkTRvTGpWbZbRVw94CxhlpphGU/s/186858342/br/238917345314-l

Annual Fix a Leak Week

Fix a Leak Week is March 18 - 24, 2024. As an EPA WaterSense partner, DEC encourages you to improve your
home's water efficiency by finding and fixing leaks. The average household leaks can account for nearly 10,000
gallons of water wasted every year, and 10 percent of homes have leaks that waste 90 gallons or more per day.
Visit DEC's Save Energy and Water webpage for more tips on how to save water at home.

3/29 - USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program General Signup for Landowners and Farms

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that agricultural producers and private landowners can
begin signing up for the general Conservation Reserve Program ( CRP) starting March 4 and running through
March 29, 2024. This conservation opportunity gives producers and landowners tools to conserve wildlife
habitat while achieving other conservation benefits, including sequestering carbon and improving water
quality and soil health.

Finger Lakes PRISM is hiring

The Finger Lakes PRISM (Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management) is hiring for the summer for
Aquatic, Terrestrial, and Giant Hogweed Teams, as well as Watercraft Inspection Stewards. All of these
positions offer great opportunities for fieldwork around the beautiful Finger Lakes region.

Visit https://www.hws.edu/offices/hr/femployment/summer.aspx to apply. Postings are also available on
Handshake, Indeed, and Conservation Job Boards.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMTcuNzM1MTUyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lcGEuZ292L3dhdGVyc2Vuc2UvZml4LWxlYWstd2VlayJ9.mPq5Isu-YsKa777_0C3RDht-MauPnKBLVEx1G1IGqCU%2Fs%2F173601332%2Fbr%2F156327735792-l&data=05%7C01%7Cleila.mitchell%40dec.ny.gov%7Ccd39b5a1ff3f49f57e2608db26eaa280%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638146561786570603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V8J7VyAW%2FaJHXDoaQNPW9ZCnHozlL50hAVdmwDgTk%2BI%3D&reserved=0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9nZXQtaW52b2x2ZWQvbGl2aW5nLWdyZWVuL3NhdmUtZW5lcmd5LWFuZC13YXRlciIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAzMTUuOTE4NzEyMjEifQ.Ru7005urWZ9gAwZLOoMVpPGFY3FL5LGPYi4ifOdqBNg/s/186858342/br/238917345314-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9zdGF0ZS1vZmZpY2VzL05ldy1Zb3JrL25ld3MtcmVsZWFzZXMvMjAyNC91c2RhLWFubm91bmNlcy1jb25zZXJ2YXRpb24tcmVzZXJ2ZS1wcm9ncmFtLWdlbmVyYWwtc2lnbnVwLWZvci0yMDI0LT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMzA1LjkxMzAyNzExIn0.-lSBEMh9KwG2b8-ji0oCYSSCD4tRwT-S6XJYNseuHa8/s/1519147364/br/238244758443-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtcy1hbmQtc2VydmljZXMvY29uc2VydmF0aW9uLXByb2dyYW1zL2NvbnNlcnZhdGlvbi1yZXNlcnZlLXByb2dyYW0vaW5kZXg_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDMwNS45MTMwMjcxMSJ9.w-KL5TncK_ZT47XcXhSUfDLkq5I4Lb4oMEBaZI0fDoI/s/1519147364/br/238244758443-l
https://fingerlakesinvasives.org/hiring-for-summer-2024/
https://www.hws.edu/offices/hr/employment/summer.aspx?fbclid=IwAR0K-R8-IG8CqvYb9togWXEuqJ6VNRLdQ8992ztDB5qmDtW9Z1nPDAYnvOc

