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CWIO NEWS and 4/24/24 MEETING SUMMARY 

Projects:  
If you have any project ideas or questions about potential projects, please reach out to Isaac Walker, 
iwalker@hws.edu, (315) 781-3020. 

Actions:  
CWIO approved letters of support to be sent to the Governor and Attorney General that request the state 
increase the speed of transfers of lands held for the state by land trusts. See them here. The Finger Lakes Land 
Trust currently holds 19 properties for the state at a value of more than $6 million awaiting transfer.  

Meeting Presentations:  
March: The presentation was titled State Revolving Funds and Funding Opportunities for Water Infrastructure 
Projects presented by Nicholas Demitraszek, NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation and Ashley Inserillo, 
Program Manager, NYS Department of Health. See the PowerPoint, or watch the presentation starting 40 
seconds into the recording (Passcode: e3#.pUsh).  

April: The presentation was titled Local Waterfront Revitalization Program: Watershed Implementation Funding 
and Success Stories by Kate Black, Coastal Resource Specialist, Department of State, Office of Planning, 
Development and Community Infrastructure. Watch the presentation starting at 00.03:25 (Passcode: fL92#sEK) 

Finding CWIO Meeting information:  

Presentations: Thanks to Cayuga County Planning, many of the CWIO presentations can be found at 
their YouTube channel @CayugaCountyWQMA along with their own excellent presentations focusing 
on water quality. You can also link to many of the powerpoints and recordings on the CWIO 
Presentations page. 

Minutes, Agendas, and Meeting Recordings: Minutes and agendas are in the About CWIO section. 
Links to recordings will be in the minutes each month, but the recordings will only stay up for 3 
months since the files are so big.   

 

FROM THE WATERSHED MANAGER – Isaac Walker 

Hello CWIO partners! As usual, it’s been a busy month, but instead of an update on on-going projects, this 
month I want to provide some relevant guidance to municipalities regarding a common spring practice—
cleaning ditches. Springtime means lots of rain and ditches need to be clear to drain rainwater properly. But a 
recently cleaned ditch that has not had time for vegetation to regrow can easily erode carrying soil and 
nutrients downstream and negatively impacting water quality in the lake.  Here are some ideas your 
municipality can consider to help protect water quality: 

First – any time before mid-May is too early for ditch cleaning unless the ditch is plugged and causing 
flooding. The best time for ditch cleaning is after mid-May when vegetation will re-grow quickly and 
hydroseeding is more effective. The same is true for fall cleaning. Just make sure it is done with 
enough time to establish vegetation before winter. 

Second – When cleaning ditches, make sure the angle of the sides is not too steep. Deep, steep 
ditches allow the water to increase speed as it travels through the ditch system, and the faster the 
water travels, the more erosion it can cause. Wide, shallow vegetated ditches are best for water 
quality. 

Finally – schedule a time with your county’s Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to hydroseed 
your ditch after cleaning. Hydroseeding allows the seed to stay in place until it has had a chance to 
geminate which ensures the vegetation is established quickly. Most SWCDs offer this service at no 
cost to municipalities. 

For more information on ditch management check out this guide provided by the Cayuga County WQMA. 

As always if you have questions, need assistance with a project, have a project idea, or just want to chat, feel 
free to contact me at iwalker@hws.edu or 315-781-3020. 

mailto:iwalker@hws.edu
https://cwio.org/about-cwio/#actions
https://cwio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-Presentation-EFC-Funding.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/xHg_xur56WZyCIEPqVQiKJzV4U-SXukFJLQnTBZoU5h4OzoeQ2RuYlqhhm6-u2EX.yDjJslU1LQPKOWJA
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/Igd__B_UQQWjQtVZBrALBhuU7bBV-mvORmWLJ5MuCWl2-cKnGjkAMggFXORZhn-O.A09TbyuUCuZ93K8V?startTime=1713999753000
https://www.youtube.com/@CayugaCountyWQMA
https://cwio.org/projects/presentations/
https://cwio.org/projects/presentations/
https://cwio.org/about-cwio/#minutes
http://cayugacountywater.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Ditch-guidelines.pdf
mailto:iwalker@hws.edu


NEWS WITHIN THE CAYUGA LAKE WATERSHED 

Community Science Institute (CSI) March Monthly update 
See stories in the CSI monthly update on: 

• The Changing of the Guards-Grace Haynes says goodbye, Alyssa Johnson says hello.  

• Synoptic Monitoring: A Brief History 

• 2024 Synoptic Monitoring Season Begins 

• Biomonitoring Updates 

• CSI is Providing Free Rain Gauges to Volunteers 

• 2023 Annual Report 

Cayuga Lake Watershed Network (CLWN) 
As always, the CLWN is busy. Check out their website for more details on activities going on such as:  

• 4/27 9-noon – Newfield Greenup Day 

• 5/6 9:00-11:00 – Frontenac Park Cleanup Day – Union Springs.  

• 6/2 10:00-11:00 - Native Species for Healthy Watersheds – The Plantsman 

• May is Lake Friendly Living (LFL) Month – see all the LFL events offered in the Finger Lakes  

Cayuga County Water Quality Management Agency (WQMA) – March Newsletter 
The March Newsletter from the Cayuga County WQMA is available. A sample of articles included:  

• Soil Sampling for Lawns and Gardens 

• Resources Available from Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County 

• Bob Brower Scientific Symposium 2024 – Meeting Summary 

• From Source to Sip - The Shared Journey of Preserving Owasco Lakes Water Quality 

• Winter Wonders on Skaneateles Lake: A Conversation with SUNY-ESF’s Lake Expert, Dr. Kim Schulz 

• Healthy Watersheds and Trout 

Cayuga County Water Quality Management Agency (WQMA) – Meeting Agendas and Minutes 
The May 2 meeting agenda for the Cayuga County WQMA is posted here. Grascen Shidemantle will be the 
featured speaker. See minutes of actions and updates from the 3/7 meeting of the WQMA. All minutes and 
agendas for the WQMA are posted here.  

From the DEC Environmental Notice Bulletin – With in the Cayuga Watershed 

Lansing Dredging of Salmon Creek at Myers Point Park 
A notice of complete application was filed for the Town of Lansing proposal to dredge Salmon Creek 
(NYS Water Index #: Ont. 66-12-P 296-57, Class C(TS)) at Myers Park. The Town will install temporary 
cofferdams and culverts below the Mean High-Water Level to access the work area. Dredging will 
remove stream bed material to an elevation six inches above the Mean High-Water Level of Salmon 
Creek. The dredged material will be stored in an upland area located on New York State property near 
the boat launch of Myers Park (Tax Parcel ID:33.-1.3). Once the material is dewatered it will be moved 
to a Town of Lansing property on Myers Road (Tax Parcel ID: 33.-3-15.12). 

Town of Fayette – Modified Land Use Regulations 
The Town of Fayette Town Board,, as lead agency, has determined that the proposed Modified Land 
Use Regulations will not have a significant adverse environmental impact.  The action involves an 
amendment of the Town of Fayette Land Use Regulations, addressing bed and breakfast inn, vacation 
rentals, campgrounds, major solar collection system or solar farm, dock setback requirements in 
Lakeshore and Canal District, maximum dock length, maximum capacity of the property that is served 
by a private septic system, and description of 
convenience stores in the Hamlet District.  

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/811d5388b9b9/csi-monthly-update-march-2024-5449970?e=7240942499
http://www.communityscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Annual-Report-2023.pdf
https://www.cayugalake.org/
https://www.flrwa.org/lake-friendly-living
http://cayugacountywater.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/WQMA-Newsletter-March-2024.pdf
https://www.cayugacounty.us/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_05022024-2504
https://www.cayugacounty.us/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_03072024-2456
https://www.cayugacounty.us/AgendaCenter/Water-Quality-Management-Agency-WQMA-18/
https://www.cayugacounty.us/AgendaCenter/Water-Quality-Management-Agency-WQMA-18/


FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES, FUNDED WORK, and ASSISTANCE. 

4/29 - Great Lakes Sediment and Nutrient Reduction Program is Accepting Proposals 
The Great Lakes Commission has issued a request for proposals for the 2024 Great Lakes Sediment and 
Nutrient Reduction Program. For over 30 years, this program has enabled partners in the Great Lakes basin 
implement projects to reduce the amount of nutrients and sediment entering the Great Lakes. This includes 
over $2 million awarded to entities in New York State between 2016 and 2022.  

Through the program, nonfederal units of government, Indigenous Nations, and incorporated nonprofit 
organizations are eligible to receive grants for up to $300,000, supporting work over a period of up to four 
years. Applicants are invited to submit proposals for activities associated with one of the following project 
types: agricultural nonpoint, or shoreline and streambanks. 

Applications are due at 5:00 pm ET on April 29, 2024.  

4/30 3:00 - Funding and Financing Coastal Resilience: Spotlight on Tax Increment Financing 
On Tuesday, April 30, 2024, from 3:00 - 4:00 pm, join the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's 
(NOAA's) Office of Coastal Management to learn about using tax increment financing for coastal resilience 
projects. This virtual training will cover how one municipal government, working with a nonprofit partner, is 
using tax increment financing to restore, conserve and transform 53 acres, once a parking lot, into a public 
park, designed to be the “one park for all.” Learn what tax increment financing is, how it’s a tool to help 
finance large-scale nature-based solutions, and how it’s being used in one coastal community to build 
resilience.  

View previously recorded webinars and associated resources on other funding and financing topics. 

5/1 - New Green Resiliency Grant Program 
Governor Kathy Hochul has announced $60 million is available for the inaugural round of a Green Resiliency 
Grant (GRG) program. The new program will provide grants to flood-prone communities and help them 
undertake innovative green infrastructure projects such as green roofs, green streets and permeable 
pavement. 

GRG is being administered by the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC). Applications will 
go live on EFC’s website starting May 1, 2024. 

5/3 - Reminder: NYSP2I 2024 - 2025 Community Grants Program Accepting Applications 
The New York State Pollution Prevention Institute (NYSP2I) is accepting applications for the 2024 - 2025 cycle 
of the Community Grants Program. This opportunity provides an important funding source for community-
focused pollution-prevention initiatives and furthers NYSP2I's efforts to advance sustainability in New York 
State for the benefit of communities, the environment, and economy. This program seeks projects that raise 
awareness and understanding of pollution prevention, and that lead to implementation of best practices at the 
local level.  

Community organizations, municipalities, and other public-sector and not-for-profit entities are invited to 
submit proposals. Eligible applicants are able to receive up to $20,000 to support their project.  Applications 
are due May 3, 2024 by 5:00 pm.  

5/10 - Request for Applications and Webinar: Healthy Watersheds Consortium Grant Program 
The EPA has released a Request for Applications for managing the Healthy Watersheds Consortium Grant 
Program. This grant program will support demonstration projects and capacity building projects that expand 
watershed protection activities in healthy freshwater, estuary, and marine ecosystems. Eligible applicants 
under this announcement are nonprofit, non-governmental organizations, interstate agencies, and inter-tribal 
consortia. 

All applications must be received by electronic submission through Grants.gov by 11:59 PM ET on May 10, 2024. 
Apply here.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmdsYy5vcmcvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDMyOC45MjUxNzg2MSJ9.d5zcuejHDnR2L7XqTbPZdA-plRlMNuVgBEvtLnKjggk/s/173552665/br/239760515589-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmdsYy5vcmcvd29yay9zZWRpbWVudC9hcHBseS0yMDI0IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDMyOC45MjUxNzg2MSJ9.rG3HdPRmSz86w07JeMb7Tc1tJk_zLE8mexbFzTajQWY/s/173552665/br/239760515589-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmdsYy5vcmcvd29yay9zZWRpbWVudCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAzMjguOTI1MTc4NjEifQ.iKFgirwjLZk7tWgeHrCHe4qMST5se34VzlJHjcaWAZU/s/173552665/br/239760515589-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmdsYy5vcmcvd29yay9zZWRpbWVudCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAzMjguOTI1MTc4NjEifQ.iKFgirwjLZk7tWgeHrCHe4qMST5se34VzlJHjcaWAZU/s/173552665/br/239760515589-l
https://www.glc.org/work/sediment/apply-2024
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1zQ323WuONSzFnl-aMN-LI7-irrm-hmtsPnFM67OzAi0/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29hc3Qubm9hYS5nb3YvZGlnaXRhbGNvYXN0L3RyYWluaW5nL2Z1bmRpbmctd2ViaW5hcnMuaHRtbCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTIuOTMyNjc5NDEifQ.EkldKb1gZ_4quBTpSNrATN8TWDQMBSH63OlMRe4x4Rg/s/173552665/br/240630344667-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29hc3Qubm9hYS5nb3YvZGlnaXRhbGNvYXN0L3RvcGljcy9mdW5kaW5nLWNvYXN0YWwtcmVzaWxpZW5jZS5odG1sIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxMi45MzI2Nzk0MSJ9.WBx7ybK3UXn5_XEfygZ5Yd5rpJ9k1DWk36vn68N5-3g/s/173552665/br/240630344667-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmdvdmVybm9yLm55Lmdvdi9uZXdzL2R1cmluZy1lYXJ0aC13ZWVrLWdvdmVybm9yLWhvY2h1bC1hbm5vdW5jZXMtNjAtbWlsbGlvbi1uZXctZ3JlZW4tcmVzaWxpZW5jeS1ncmFudC1wcm9ncmFtIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNi45MzkyMzYwMSJ9.df1tzXu7xLlKq_ko2rRmy0drlUvSYJwuIW_Ok-fdm9k/s/173552665/br/241425302149-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmdvdmVybm9yLm55Lmdvdi9uZXdzL2R1cmluZy1lYXJ0aC13ZWVrLWdvdmVybm9yLWhvY2h1bC1hbm5vdW5jZXMtNjAtbWlsbGlvbi1uZXctZ3JlZW4tcmVzaWxpZW5jeS1ncmFudC1wcm9ncmFtIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNi45MzkyMzYwMSJ9.df1tzXu7xLlKq_ko2rRmy0drlUvSYJwuIW_Ok-fdm9k/s/173552665/br/241425302149-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWZjLm55Lmdvdi9ncmciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDI2LjkzOTIzNjAxIn0.R4MUN7qV2WEXvjf-XtOFEdLoyfZkgK1Zq2pW7gop5V4/s/173552665/br/241425302149-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnJpdC5lZHUvYWZmaWxpYXRlL255c3AyaS8_bWNfY2lkPWIwYjIwZWJhM2MmbWNfZWlkPTNjNzY2YjUyNzYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMzI4LjkyNTE3ODYxIn0.tsBSyD59e-306zNUfCm3Fju1tKJQRlpmBGxKWtExnHg/s/173552665/br/239760515589-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnJpdC5lZHUvYWZmaWxpYXRlL255c3AyaS9jb21tdW5pdHktb3V0cmVhY2g_bWNfY2lkPWIwYjIwZWJhM2MmbWNfZWlkPTNjNzY2YjUyNzYjY29tbXVuaXR5LWdyYW50cyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAzMjguOTI1MTc4NjEifQ.iU7Yg06EqJxTR5uH7kZ6W61yh74ACJYOwWdetWiMhhM/s/173552665/br/239760515589-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..j4DXwJv2sg9eru2j9msqq-D6uQkAesgvC-eQLV-mkDw/s/173552665/br/240630344667-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..4NS4c3mqJMk8-waA63cRF5x_X_jLyu9MVOL6k5FMD7U/s/173552665/br/240630344667-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..4NS4c3mqJMk8-waA63cRF5x_X_jLyu9MVOL6k5FMD7U/s/173552665/br/240630344667-l
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/352919


6/14 - WIIA and IMG Grants for Clean Water Infrastructure Projects 
The Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) has posted an instructional video to help local governments 
apply for $325 million in grants available through the Water Infrastructure Improvement 
(WIIA) and Intermunicipal Water Infrastructure Grant (IMG) programs. Their new video provides a walkthrough 
of the online application, with helpful tips and information for using the system. Find more information, 
including the applications and eligibility criteria, on EFC's website.  

Submit grant applications and required supporting documentation by 5 p.m. on June 14. If you have questions, 
email NYSWaterGrants@efc.ny.gov or call 518-402-6924. 

6/14 - EFC Accepting Listings for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
The New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) is preparing its Intended Use Plan (IUP) for 
Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2025, which begins October 1, 2024. Municipalities are invited to list new projects 
through EFC's Project Listing and Update System (PLUS). The project listing and an engineering report 
consistent with the Engineering Report Outline must be submitted by June 14, 2024, to be included on the 2025 
IUP Annual List and be eligible for financing in FFY 2025. 

If you have questions, email EFC at plus@efc.ny.gov or call Alex Brunelle, Program Coordinator, at (518) 402-
6924. 

The DEC and NYS Water Resources Institute Award More Than $325,000 in Watershed Research Grants 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the New York State Water 
Resources Institute (NYSWRI) at Cornell University today announced $325,994 in grant awards for 11 projects 
that address a range of environmental research and education needs to advance water resource and 
ecosystem restoration priorities for New York’s Great Lakes, Hudson River Estuary, and Mohawk River basin 
watersheds. Funding for these projects is provided through the State’s Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) 
and is administered by NYSWRI in partnership with DEC’s Great Lakes Watershed, Hudson River Estuary, 
and Mohawk River Basin programs. 

Cornell University, $33,700: FLX PFAS Project: Targeted Water Sampling to Identify Sources of Per- 
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) in the Finger Lakes collects up to 200 water samples with the 
help of undergraduate students and integrate the resulting PFAS concentration data into a web-based 
platform to communicate findings to the public.  

Cornell University, $7,200: Understanding the Impacts of Tile Drain Density on Watershed-scale 
Nutrient Concentrations Across New York State to create a geospatial dataset covering New York 
State to assess the impact of agricultural tile drainage on nitrate and phosphorus levels in streams. 
Statistical models will be built to compare nutrient concentrations between areas with significant tile 
drainage and those with limited drainage, informing decisions on prioritizing best management 
practices to mitigate nutrient loadings in key agricultural regions. This project connects with other DEC 
and WRI-funded projects in Lake Ontario and the Finger Lakes that are evaluating benthic 
cyanobacteria in shoreline environments.  

Hobart and William Smith Colleges (HWS), Finger Lakes Institute, $39,990: Tolerance of aquatic 
macrophytes to water quality indicators in the Finger Lakes watershed enhances understanding of 
aquatic macrophyte associations with water quality indicators in New York's Finger Lakes region, 
leveraging data from well-established statewide programs like the Citizens Statewide Lake 
Assessment Program (CSLAP) and the Watercraft Inspection Steward Program Application (WISPA). 
The study seeks to uncover relationships between water quality indicators and macrophyte 
occurrences, offering insights crucial for effective resource management and conservation efforts 
statewide. 

State University of New York, ESF Partnering with Hobart and William Smith Colleges (HWS), Finger 
Lakes Institute, $40,000: Isolation of Benthic Cyanobacteria and Investigation into their Toxin 
Production from the Finger Lakes and Embayments of Lake Ontario creates understanding of toxin 
production in freshwater ecosystems by known benthic cyanobacteria - based on variables such as 
nutrient availability, temperature, and light - through laboratory experiments in controlled conditions.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWZjLm55Lmdvdi93aWlhIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQwNS45MjkwNzA2MSJ9.51wNKYtJyHgwk65T7P2BmJtdKSjVA2LSRbHvny9NNVw/s/186858342/br/240218467772-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWZjLm55Lmdvdi93aWlhIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQwNS45MjkwNzA2MSJ9.51wNKYtJyHgwk65T7P2BmJtdKSjVA2LSRbHvny9NNVw/s/186858342/br/240218467772-l
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mn-pwgDjKps
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWZjLm55Lmdvdi8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDA1LjkyOTA3MDYxIn0.tqJvzwhlmdqJcUhmRvBrIOJqRdeFWCsca7wZ3EV5qr8/s/186858342/br/240218467772-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWZjLm55Lmdvdi8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDA1LjkyOTA3MDYxIn0.tqJvzwhlmdqJcUhmRvBrIOJqRdeFWCsca7wZ3EV5qr8/s/186858342/br/240218467772-l
mailto:NYSWaterGrants@efc.ny.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWZjLm55Lmdvdi9zdGF0ZS1yZXZvbHZpbmctZnVuZC1hcHBsaWNhdGlvbi1kb2N1bWVudGF0aW9uI2VuZ2luZWVyaW5nLXJlcG9ydCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTIuOTMyNTc1ODEifQ.sTLdnRQvyd58nS6ERKr_makTcgZ-IpvrCfsq1e2ze_Y/s/186858342/br/240622148794-l
mailto:plus@efc.ny.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY2Fscy5jb3JuZWxsLmVkdS93YXRlci1yZXNvdXJjZXMtaW5zdGl0dXRlIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxMS45MzIyNDQxMSJ9.CKFtwKnE0HF989MsmXJko8bkWm2tGcFJGo9d7WPgPgg/s/173552665/br/240582750793-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY2Fscy5jb3JuZWxsLmVkdS93YXRlci1yZXNvdXJjZXMtaW5zdGl0dXRlIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxMS45MzIyNDQxMSJ9.CKFtwKnE0HF989MsmXJko8bkWm2tGcFJGo9d7WPgPgg/s/173552665/br/240582750793-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9uYXR1cmUvd2F0ZXJib2RpZXMvbGFrZXMtcml2ZXJzL2dyZWF0LWxha2VzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxMS45MzIyNDQxMSJ9.RBj92YCzaspyX_2JjKr0nHM1FLyax2hFsXBT6iAbCj4/s/173552665/br/240582750793-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9uYXR1cmUvd2F0ZXJib2RpZXMvb2NlYW5zLWVzdHVhcmllcy9odWRzb24tcml2ZXItZXN0dWFyeS1wcm9ncmFtL3dhdGVyc2hlZCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTEuOTMyMjQ0MTEifQ.A6fGhwk5DERHL22q8p1w7IyKJ8BJV-VwlfKxg_dNa1A/s/173552665/br/240582750793-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9uYXR1cmUvd2F0ZXJib2RpZXMvbGFrZXMtcml2ZXJzL21vaGF3ay1yaXZlci13YXRlcnNoZWQiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDExLjkzMjI0NDExIn0.pGcNxzCj7t_gMlhkIDd-iKf05pDlknPJA3ez_i5YuWI/s/173552665/br/240582750793-l


State University of New York, University at Albany, $39,997: Assessing and Mitigating PFAS 
Contamination Risks in Surface Water Due to Biosolids Land Application in the Great Lakes 
Basin assesses the release of PFAS from biosolids-amended soil into surface water. Additionally, it 
aims to offer insights to stakeholders and land managers on mitigating PFAS migration through 
techniques such as plant uptake and phytostabilization, utilizing native perennial grasses. 

Another $129,250 went to the Hudson river esturary and mohawk river watersheds 

2024 Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) Annual Report   
The EPA's Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program recently released its 2023 Annual 
Report as part of EPA’s celebration of World Water Day. The report highlights the program’s 2023 investments 
in water infrastructure to protect public health and the environment, create good-paying jobs, and save 
communities money over alternative financing options.  

EFAB Charter Renewed 
The EPA recently filed the two-year charter renewal for the Environmental Financial Advisory Board (EFAB). 
EFAB is an EPA advisory committee chartered under the Federal Advisory Committee Act to provide advice and 
recommendations to EPA on creative approaches to funding environmental programs, projects, and activities. 
This charter renews EFAB through April 2026. 

Read the new charter HERE. Learn more about EFAB HERE 

Enhanced Website for Clean Water, Clean Air, and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act 
Governor Kathy Hochul has announced the launch of an enhanced website for the Clean Water, Clean Air and 
Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act, which was approved by voters in 2022. 

The site is part of New York State’s commitment to a transparent process that empowers the public to track 
and learn about Bond Act investments statewide. New resources and features on the website include: an 
interactive statewide map to access facts about Bond Act-funded projects; a funding finder tool; eligibility 
guidelines; and Bond Act funding allocations based on project category.  

 

TRAINING, RESOURCES, and WATERSHED PLANNING 

Learn About Developing a Natural Resource Inventory 
Land-use planning is instrumental in balancing future growth and development with protection of natural 
resources. Although municipalities frequently need to make decisions affecting these resources, they often 
don’t have adequate data available to inform those decisions. Often they find themselves reacting to proposed 
development rather than planning for future growth, or making decisions on development projects without 
considering the larger context. This narrow approach to decision-making loses sight of broader-scale issues 
and goals, such as climate resilience or watershed management. By identifying and describing natural 
resources at the local scale, a natural resources inventory (NRI) provides communities with a strong foundation 
for proactive planning and informed decision-making. 

While this publication comes out of the Hudson River Estuary Program, the information is relevant to all NY 
municipalities.  

5/24 - US EPA & Federal Partners Seek Input on Draft Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Action Plan IV 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and its federal partners are seeking input from the public on the 
draft Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Action Plan IV. The plan outlines the goals and objectives of the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative for the years 2025 to 2029. Since 2010, the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative has 
funded more than 7,500 restoration and protection projects totaling more than $3.7 billion to target the 
biggest threats to the Great Lakes ecosystem and to accelerate progress toward long-term goals. 

Last summer, the EPA and its federal partners received more than 3,500 suggestions from the public on 
priorities for Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Action Plan IV through five public engagement sessions across 
the Great Lakes basin and two virtual engagement sessions. The EPA also consulted with the Great Lakes 
states and Tribes throughout the plan’s development. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p3juHj9kPaRSgxjeaFn1GxLfS3XwNAPKnYsy9hoQp7153-5bWPJ-Q1NeygNZVNORp7eO79lr7e7lpyvWaILnaTV934oaDbyljPTCwJXG3M4rkwnWUKVuPxqgpr1vRVHOKLVByNL_dwahArP2UMUOKQ==&c=OjhyzEdXOvdnGPPzENKjetGph-6cvcAxvUfLPnkwmaMrDHGHtK4K0w==&ch=sG3pbw4dRZlvaEcYwnH6XwKMuJ9zmcYX4oIVa9t2Ssq5QCtM0Bnzxw==
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-03/final_wifia_2023_annual_report.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-03/final_wifia_2023_annual_report.pdf
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p3juHj9kPaRSgxjeaFn1GxLfS3XwNAPKnYsy9hoQp7153-5bWPJ-Q8BFSacIyaK9OcqB8XwUIQkhBGjYglyQ0aEOAJdrrZhkUGPY2j5UnYWlv0K0fagJtVsbv7fB1zf3YfsAuhzAgty-iyhm6X-i15n4QiEXt8Da5h5MyHdtAgSJVhX17wrmSOOMYOAbi0hfxz82kO0uOwj-zQZrFtoyqM05-6EjXlCCR0z9iVq6acw=&c=OjhyzEdXOvdnGPPzENKjetGph-6cvcAxvUfLPnkwmaMrDHGHtK4K0w==&ch=sG3pbw4dRZlvaEcYwnH6XwKMuJ9zmcYX4oIVa9t2Ssq5QCtM0Bnzxw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p3juHj9kPaRSgxjeaFn1GxLfS3XwNAPKnYsy9hoQp7153-5bWPJ-QyUeVrx3yEKEpRBb68rybKY05Jp5cGuoVHO2yAe94Yzutojkk3AxpD8X0tptzInN9UxoKzZSi7x327D9mHIYdw9O9im9Iv08cPFw7XMnf10QLtd2Kl5AXUY=&c=OjhyzEdXOvdnGPPzENKjetGph-6cvcAxvUfLPnkwmaMrDHGHtK4K0w==&ch=sG3pbw4dRZlvaEcYwnH6XwKMuJ9zmcYX4oIVa9t2Ssq5QCtM0Bnzxw==
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbGJvbmRhY3QubnkuZ292LyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MjYuOTM5MjM2MDEifQ.9U3vWpicOFLbk9LZToP0I1VWgisBfiAkijzAcAGIpKs/s/173552665/br/241425302149-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbGJvbmRhY3QubnkuZ292LyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MjYuOTM5MjM2MDEifQ.9U3vWpicOFLbk9LZToP0I1VWgisBfiAkijzAcAGIpKs/s/173552665/br/241425302149-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbGJvbmRhY3QubnkuZ292L3BhZ2VzL2Z1bmRpbmctb3Bwb3J0dW5pdGllcyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MjYuOTM5MjM2MDEifQ.JhyOdYuhdxC4DTu0hbxnKcLgwohMkqKq9Cb_S2wRj2Q/s/173552665/br/241425302149-l
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/remediation_hudson_pdf/nriall.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..6HMxQWVNpgxqrGSnDSyE6Hp0idoiF1Fq7vJHwKJAGiE/s/173552665/br/240630344667-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..6HMxQWVNpgxqrGSnDSyE6Hp0idoiF1Fq7vJHwKJAGiE/s/173552665/br/240630344667-l


Additional public input on the plan will be accepted until May 24, 2024. Review and provide input.  

EPA’s Water Technical Assistance Program (WaterTA) 
The EPA's free Water Technical Assistance (WaterTA) services support communities to identify water 
challenges, develop plans, build capacity, and develop application materials to access water infrastructure 
funding. To implement WaterTA, the EPA collaborates with states, Tribes, territories, community partners, and 
other key stakeholders. Learn more about WaterTA services and programs and view past WaterTA webinars 
and presentations. Request assistance.  

6/4, 6/11, 6/18 - Center For Watershed Protection Webinars 
This webinar series will be targeted to state/local governments, academics, practitioners, and citizens with the 
goal of finding common ground given the divergent views and recent controversy regarding the efficacy of 
stream restoration to meet water quality goals. Each 90-minute webinar will begin at 1:00 pm. Please register 
through the link below to reserve your spot!  

The Center for Watershed Protection (CWP) works to advance clean water resources and healthy ecosystems 
through responsible land and water management. Learn more  REGISTER HERE.   

6/4 – The Evolution of Stream Restoration  

• History of land use change across the U.S. and stream impacts, including forest changes 

• Drivers of stream restoration 

• Stream restoration through the years 

• Stream restoration performance 

• Facilitated Discussion 

6/11 – A Whole Watershed Approach 

• Legislation Overview – Whole Watershed Act, Upstream Act, HB942 Reprisal 

• Studies of upland practices and their effect on the stream channel 

• Local Government Perspectives on the feasibility of upland BMP implementation to influence 

stream channel stability 

• Facilitated Discussion 

6/18 – Tools and Best Practices to Restoration Approach Selection 

• Stream Restoration Best Practices 

• Restoration Examples – good/bad stream restoration projects, alternative approaches, etc. 

• Stakeholder Education and Outreach 

• State agency updates? For example, permit requirements in MD now requiring functional 

assessments, what do the states consider successful stream restoration, etc. 

• Facilitated Discussion 

5/2 2:00 - Mapping Riverscapes to Support Productive and Resilient Working Lands 
Healthy riverscapes, with connected floodplains and rich riparian wetlands, are critical pieces of natural 
infrastructure that reduce the risk of floods, drought, and wildfire, and increase the resiliency of water 
resources, working lands, and rural economies. Managing rivers and streams as systems that include riparian 
wetlands helps maximize these benefits. See more and how to join the webinar.  

 

INVASIVE SPECIES 

5/7 12:30 – Finger Lakes PRISM 2024 Spring Partner Meeting   
Topics for this spring meeting by the Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM) include:  

• Protecting NY’s Canals and Connected Waers from Aquatic Invasive Species – Kate Littrel, Senior 

Environmental Scientist, NY Power Authority 

• Lingering Ash in New York – Jonathan Rosental, Director of Ecological Research Institute 

• American Eelgrass and Starry Stonewort – Bill Brown, Program Analyst, Finger Lakes PRISM 

https://glri.us/action-plan
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/waterta-information#WhatIs
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/water-technical-assistance-waterta-information#WaterTAWebinars
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/water-technical-assistance-waterta-information#WaterTAWebinars
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/forms/water-technical-assistance-request-form
https://cwp.org/
https://cwp.org/.%20REGISTER%20HERE.%20 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-outcomes-webinar?utm_campaign=0429webinar&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


See more about the event and register.  

 

REGULATORY NEWS 

5/3 - Input Requested for Changes to the SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction 
Activity to Address Climate Change 
DEC has announced an Advanced Notice of Proposed Permit (ANPP) and is soliciting stakeholder input 
regarding potential changes to the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity that would address climate change impacts in New York 
State. DEC may also consider information received for future changes or updates to the New York State 
Stormwater Management Design Manual. 

Find the ANPP on DEC's website and submit information in response to this ANPP to DEC by midnight on May 
3, 2024. Learn more about this stakeholder solicitation in the April 3 Environmental Notice Bulletin.  

 

NEWS and SUCCESS STORIES 

Seneca-Keuka Lake Watershed 

The  Seneca-Keuka Watershed Partnership Spring News 

This newsletter focuses on the impressive work being done in the Seneca-Keuka watersheds including 
stories on:  

• Watershed Planning including the  

o Keuka Lake Level Management Study 

o Marsh Creek Floodplain Restoration Design 

o Seneca-Keuka Watershed Water Quality Protection Manual 

• Update on the Crooked Lake Canal as a Riparian Runoff Reduction Ecosystem project 

• Watershed Projects Map for Seneca and Keuka Lakes 

• Monitoring efforts to identify problems – focus on Water Chestnut 

• Outreach efforts 

• Municipal actions to protect water quality  

 

Owasco Lake Watershed 

Owasco Lake Watershed SWAT Model Report Now Available 

A recommended practice in the Owasco Lake Watershed 9E Plan was to update watershed SWAT 
Model with new data and information including hydrologic data files.  Cayuga County utilized Finger 
Lake-Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance (FLLOWPA) funds to enhance and update the Soil 
and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) nutrient loading model that provides a quantitative framework 
for the Owasco Lake Watershed planning process and guides the prioritization of projects for 
implementation. The model was then used to analyze three scenarios. These three scenarios were 
grassed waterways, grade stabilization structures and streambank stabilization. This work was 
performed in accordance with an approved NYSDEC QAPP. Click here to view the “Owasco Lake 
Watershed SWAT Model Update Project Report.” 

Owasco Lake Watershed Management Council (OLWMC) – April Director’s Report  

Read Director Adam Effler’s most recent report which has updates on:  

• Status of Owasco Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations 

• NYS Tributary Legislation affecting Class C waterways 

• Education and Outreach projects 

• Nine Element Watershed Plan – progress and next steps including grant proposals submitted.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9aJlgagxUndRFImKqI5_jEgsXZa6Ta34-SaIzjv2b0j1TgA/viewform?pli=1
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9uZXdzL2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWwtbm90aWNlLWJ1bGxldGluLzIwMjQtMDQtMDMvcHVibGljLW5vdGljZS9zdGF0ZXdpZGUtaW5wdXQtZm9yLWNoYW5nZXMtdG8tdGhlLXNwZGVzLWdlbmVyYWwtcGVybWl0LWZvci1zdG9ybXdhdGVyLWRpc2NoYXJnZXMtZnJvbS1jb25zdHJ1Y3Rpb24tYWN0aXZpdHktdG8tYWRkcmVzcy1jbGltYXRlLWNoYW5nZSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MDUuOTI5MDcwNjEifQ._Um5neJs4nbxQ5s6c0iPNym5LXvywozzkVFEFQJMU-c/s/186858342/br/240218467772-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLXByb3RlY3Rpb24vd2F0ZXIvd2F0ZXItcXVhbGl0eS9zdG9ybXdhdGVyL2NvbnN0cnVjdGlvbi1zdG9ybXdhdGVyLXRvb2xib3gjRGVzaWduIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQwNS45MjkwNzA2MSJ9.lKKMFqwSwHfz-hU7q1FZaXNFlqh0Vgf45N0egAAHZ38/s/186858342/br/240218467772-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLXByb3RlY3Rpb24vd2F0ZXIvd2F0ZXItcXVhbGl0eS9zdG9ybXdhdGVyL2NvbnN0cnVjdGlvbi1zdG9ybXdhdGVyLXRvb2xib3gjRGVzaWduIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQwNS45MjkwNzA2MSJ9.lKKMFqwSwHfz-hU7q1FZaXNFlqh0Vgf45N0egAAHZ38/s/186858342/br/240218467772-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGVjLm55Lmdvdi9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLXByb3RlY3Rpb24vd2F0ZXIvd2F0ZXItcXVhbGl0eS9zdG9ybXdhdGVyL2NvbnRydWN0aW9uLWFjdGl2aXR5LXBlcm1pdCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MDUuOTI5MDcwNjEifQ.Fm-Ysqyur9dnKLLtNMfAJlOXWYEk5yGdLVaP8FIhtR8/s/186858342/br/240218467772-l
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• Lake and tributary monitoring.  

• DWSP2 for the City of Auburn 

• Municipal Codes and Ordinances – Town of Fleming and Village of Moravia 

• HAB reporting 

• Land preservation to protect water quality 

• And (believe it or not) more!  

Owasco Watershed Lake Association (OWLA) Recognized by Chamber of Commerce 

Congratulations to the Owasco Watershed Lake Association for being the Chamber of Commerce 
Member of the Month  

 

Skaneateles Lake Watershed  

Skaneateles Lake Association – Monthly News 

See the last few months news from Skaneateles. The April edition has articles on:  

• Nine Element Plan Meeting #3 

• Aquatic Invasive Species Program Report 

• Renewed Funding from City of Syracuse 

• 2024 SLA Annual Meeting 

• Aquatic Plant Monitor Training 

• Lake Friendly Living Tip 

• And more! 

 

The March issue of the SLA news are articles on:  

• $156,000 anticipated project funding for the Winding Way Streambank Stabilization Project in 

Skaneateles.  

• Lake Friendly Living lawn tips 

• Aquatic plan monitoring 

• And more! 

 

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Nine Element Plan – Public Meeting #3 

A Nine Element Watershed Management Plan describes a community’s water quality concerns and 
provides a strategy to address those concerns. Nine Element Plans are developed in partnership with 
people who live, work, visit, and enjoy the watershed and its water resources, with guidance from 
state and local agencies. 

The Town of Skaneateles is completing this plan with support from the Central New York Regional 
Planning and Development Board (CNY RPDB) and in cooperation with a Watershed Advisory 
Committee. The Nine Element Plan will focus on Skaneateles Lake’s long-term future and will identify 
measures to protect water quality throughout the entire watershed. 

 

Attend Public Meeting #3 to give input or learn more.  

 

New York 

NYS Budget and Water Quality 

 The organization, New Yorkers for Clean Water and Jobs has an overview of the recently adopted New 
York State budget. See a broader view of the spending or dig into the details. The documents contain 

https://mailchi.mp/e183a5cb2bc5/april-24-news?e=59a52d2bfc
https://mailchi.mp/51d9f348fd8c/march-24-news?e=1fa814a6b6
https://skaneateles9e.cnyrpdb.org/wp-content/uploads/Public-Meeting-3-Flyer-1.pdf
https://www.cleanwaterandjobs.org/epf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/65411a6761d87f33135002c9/t/662703548bc3e5107e7b8c80/1713832789808/EPF+4-19-24.pdf


many items of interest including the various water-related commissions throughout the state, funding 
allocated to municipalities with Local Waterfront Revitalization Plans, SWCDs, Water Quality 
Improvement funding (WQIP), the Finger Lakes-Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance (FLLOPA), 
etc.  

New Appointments at the NYS DEC 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos recently 
announced three key appointments to leadership positions at the agency.  

• Patrick Foster was appointed to serve as DEC’s new Deputy Commissioner for Environmental 

Remediation and Materials Management. Foster will oversee the Divisions of Materials 

Management, Environmental Remediation, and Mineral Resources, as well as the Office of 

Sustainability. 

• Bernette Schilling was named Assistant Regional Director for Region 8, which includes 

Chemung, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Orleans, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Wayne, 

and Yates counties. Schilling has more than 30 years of experience with DEC, 

• Carey Merrill was appointed as DEC’s first Deputy Commissioner for Risk and Innovation. 

 

Great Lakes 

Microplastics found in remote waters near Great Lakes in ‘alarming’ new study 

A new study suggests microscopic plastic particles are reaching corners of the world untouched by 
people, including remote bodies of water in Ontario north of Lake Superior. Read the full story by 
WJBK-TV – Detroit, MI. 

High levels of toxic forever chemicals in Michigan fish alarm scientists 

Every fish studied recently in two southeast Michigan watersheds contained at least one of 14 PFAS 
health-threatening chemicals. Read the full story by Great Lakes Echo. 

Campbell Soup pollution lawsuits raise concerns about additional Northeast Ohio phosphorus sources 

A recent lawsuit accusing Campbell Soup of discharging excessive amounts of phosphorus and other 
contaminants into Northwest Ohio waterways is highlighting challenges the state faces in targeting 
harmful algal blooms in Lake Erie. Read the full story by WVIZ-TV – Cleveland, OH. 

Oshki creates apparel out of plastics from Great Lakes 

A Michigan company, Oshki, turns plastic from the Great Lakes into clothes by chopping it down and 
spinning it into polyester yarn. Watch the full story by WJRT – TV – Flint, MI. 

Gov. Evers vetoes bill to curb road salt use, citing broad immunity to salters from slip-and-fall suits 

Advocates who hope to stop Wisconsin’s freshwater resources from being polluted by road salt are 
back to the drawing board after Governor Tony Evers vetoed a bill Friday creating a state-run program 
on safe salt use that would have shielded certificate-holders from lawsuits.  Read the full story by the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. 

Pharmaceutical pollution in waterways 

Increasingly, scientists and regulators are concerned about the presence of pharmaceutical pollution 
in our waterways, including in the Great Lakes region. More research needs to be done to understand 
this issue, according to scientists who have studied pharmaceuticals and other contaminants. Read the 
full story by Great Lakes Now. 

Salty groundwater in Michigan could hurt agriculture, business and homeowners 

The salinity of the Michigan’s groundwater is on the rise, raising concerns about damaged crops and 
corroded pipes. Michigan residents and lawmakers have struggled to recognize the problem, which 
may require a shift in how the public thinks about water. Read the full story by Great Lakes Echo. 
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Governor DeWine announces statewide open enrollment for H2Ohio Agricultural Incentive Program 

H2Ohio’s agriculture incentive program is now being offered to producers throughout the state. 
H2Ohio’s agricultural program, which initially focused solely on farms located in northwest Ohio near 
Lake Erie, incentivizes farmers to implement science-based, proven best management practices to 
prevent nutrient runoff and improve water quality. Read the full story by Ohio Ag Net. 

Ohio Engineering Students Devise Nutrient Recycling System for Farms.  

The benefits of a project done by a group of engineering students could potentially be huge in that 
they modeled how to intercept nutrient-rich runoff from farm fields by channeling it into a holding 
pond, then recirculating it via pumps to the fields through drain tiles laid underneath the crops. Read 
the full story.  

National  

Biden-Harris Administration Finalizes First-Ever National Drinking Water Standard to Protect 100M People 

from PFAS Pollution 

The Biden-Harris Administration recently issued the first-ever national, legally enforceable drinking 
water standard to protect communities from exposure to harmful per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS), also known as ‘forever chemicals.’ Exposure to PFAS has been linked to deadly cancers, 
impacts to the liver and heart, and immune and developmental damage to infants and children. This 
final rule represents the most significant step to protect public health under EPA’s PFAS Strategic 
Roadmap. Read the full press release.      

EPA Releases Updated Interim Guidance on Destroying and Disposing of Certain PFAS and PFAS-Containing 

Materials 

The U.S. EPA recently released an updated “Interim Guidance on the Destruction and Disposal of 
Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances and Materials Containing Perfluoroalkyl and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances.” The updated guidance reflects the latest, best available science to 
provide information that managers of PFAS wastes can use to evaluate the most appropriate 
destruction, disposal, or storage method among those currently available. The guidance also 
recommends that decision-makers prioritize the use of technologies with the lowest potential for 
environmental release, to better protect people and communities from PFAS exposures. Read the full 
press release.  

 

 FOR YOUR RESIDENTS– Public Service Announcements to Share with Your 
Residents  

Look for the Zero: Use Only Phosphorus-Free Lawn Fertilizer 
DEC encourages homeowners to go phosphorus-free when using lawn fertilizer. Consumers should review bag 
labels for phosphorus content when shopping for fertilizer. Fertilizer labels have three numbers. The number in 
the middle is the percentage of phosphorus in the product. Regardless of the lawn's location, excess 
phosphorus can wash off and pollute lakes and streams, harming fish and ruining boating and swimming. 

For more information, visit DEC's Lawn Fertilizer webpage. 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Watercraft Steward Program 
 The Finger Lakes Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM) is now hiring technicians for 
our Aquatic, Terrestrial, and Giant Hogweed Teams, as well as Watercraft Inspection Stewards. All of these 
positions offer great opportunities for fieldwork around the beautiful Finger Lakes region. 

Apply. Postings are also available on Handshake, Indeed, and Conservation Job Boards. 
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