Watershed Manager Report: 2/28/2024

This month has been busy connecting with more people and gearing up for new and old

projects. There are a few new projects in the works as well as continuations of projects that were
started last spring and summer.

Projects

1.

Covert Rain Garden Update: Nothing really new here, SCWD and I have been in contact
and are working through some potential site problems (if Erin P is there she can comment
if she wants). We have not had an official site visit yet but probably will in the near
future.

USFS Participatory Science Grant Application: lan Smith (SWIO) and I, along with the
FS Unit applied for a Participatory Science Grant to do pasture management BMP study
on national forest land. Hinges on volunteer data collection. Will look at efficacy of
existing BMPs and ID areas for potential implementation of new BMPs, concurrent with
Forest Management Plan. Also relevant to TMDL and 9E. Awards should be announced
by the end of March/beginning of April. (don’t go too in depth on this)

Ulysses Ditch Management Project: Working on picking back up where things were left
off. Project is in early stages of development, but the goal is to ID problem ditches and
then utilize different practices to correct the issues and monitor effectiveness of those
practices. The meeting had to be rescheduled a few times, but we are looking at mid-

March for a new meeting date.

Meetings:

1.

4.

Looking at data from the north end of the lake. Met with multiple CLWN folks and
discussed their findings and potential solutions to some of the problems there.

FLI Research Conference on 31 of Jan. Networked with quite a few folks

Liz and I attended the Cayuga County WQMA Nutrient and Sediment working group
meeting in early Feb. Got a few ideas for how CWIO should prioritize projects.

Roxy and I attended the Town of Catharine town meeting on Feb 20.

Work Priorities for 2024

1.

Finishing old projects: Ulysses, 6 Mile Creek
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2. New projects: Covert Rain Garden, possibly FS



