Watershed Manager Report: 6/26/2024

Projects

1.

Covert Salt Barn: Grant application has been written and will be submitted after it is
reviewed by a few of my colleagues.

HWA State Parks: Continued to determine scope of work for HWA project with PRISM
and Buttermilk and Treman state parks. The grant that was written two years ago has
appox. 2.5 weeks of WM salary time allocated in it. Once the scope of work is complete,
this project will go to TAC to be ranked. Scope of work may change from what was
originally written in grant due to Sam B-A being out on paternity leave, and Matt G.
(TIS) leaving in sept. The municipal component is unlikely to change and will include a
site visit for anyone interested during the treatment, and an HWA Survey Training,
provided by PRISM staff.

Seneca Co. Road Ditch assessment: Ian Smith and I continue to work on this. Ian has
started surveying the Cayuga side, starting in the higher terrain and will move closer to
the lake during winter. Alex McGraw with SWCD has started to inventory on their end to
determine what culverts/ditches need work. He has been slowed down quite a bit due to
the tall vegetation. We’ve also been discussing what we would change if we were to do
something like this again as it has been more time consuming than originally thought. I
would like to build on this as a few municipalities have asked if it would be possible for

CWIO to complete something like this.

4. Work Plan: Developed a work plan for this year and parts of next year.

Meetings:

1.

Cayuga County WQMA: Not much to report, discussed early HAB season and Michele
gave a presentation on invasive species week.

LTF meeting on Hydrilla: Hydrilla was found by a PRISM Watercraft Steward on June
2™ Tt was on a motorized kayak that was inspected at Cayuga Lake State Park. He was
fishing between roughly 6:30 and 10:30 in the morning. It is unclear where he went but it
is unlikely that he was able to make it to any of the known hydrilla sites. This is
extremely early for hydrilla to be found and it suggests that there is an unknown patch of

hydrilla further north than previously thought. PRISM has completed multiple rake toss
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surveys in the area and has not found any other evidence of hydrilla. Some questions
remain about harvesting schedule and whether it would be a good idea for SWCD to
launch the harvester. DEC treatment is delayed by 2 weeks due to paperwork issue. Army
Corps treatment is on schedule and will happen the last week of June. Army Corps will
see a funding decrease next year and will lose funding in 2026 so they will most likely
not be able to treat after 2026.

3. Town of Lodi: I was contacted by Town of Lodi board member Dan Jacobson who was
reaching out to see what help was available for a new salt barn for the town. He had
gotten my contact from Jeff at the Town of Covert. The highway barn is in Seneca Lake
Watershed, so I referred him to Ian Smith. I also provided him with some documents
about the WQIP Salt Storage Facility Grant and answered some other questions he had.

4. Town of Caroline: Mike Brown from the Town of Caroline Sustainability Committee
reached out with so questions regarding the Climate Smart Communities application
process. He had questions regarding Carolines official CWIO membership status and

about what parts of the RPP would count towards the Town’s application.
Upcoming meetings:

1. North American Manure Expo: July 17-18



